
Manchesterôs Royal 
Northern College of Music 
was the venue for the 
Elland Silver Youth Bandôs 
most recent success, with 
weeks of hard work and 
rehearsal resulting in 
some of the bandôs best 
playing to date, as well as 
their due rewards. 

C o m p e t i n g  i n  t h e 
Intermediate section, the 
band faced a challenging 
set work, Philip Sparkeôs 
The Pioneers, finale to an  
equally demanding own-
choice program. 
 
Carefully selected by 
Musical Director Samantha 
Harrison to demonstrate the 
bandôs strength and 
musicality, the program 
opened with a rousing 
march, Le Tricot Rouge, 

 

The invitation follows 

the youth bandôs debut 

in the Regional Music 

For Youth Festival at 

Ryburn High School in 

March. The band 

performed a shortened 

ve rs i on  o f  the i r 

entertainment item The 

Sea , arranged for them 

by Murray Greig for 

Februaryôs Blackpool 

contest.  
 

ñThis is a fantastic 

opportunity for our 
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éAnd even more silver for 

Elland Silver! 

SPRING IS  IN  

THE A IR, MUSIC 

IS  IN  THE A IR . . . 

Elland Silver Band 

Notes 
M O N D A Y  1 1  M A Y  

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  3  

S P R I N G  2 0 0 9  

EDITORõS 

N OT E  

Welcome to the third 

(and my first) edition 

of ESB ôNotesõ, the 

bandõs quarterly 

newsletter.  

 

As a one-time tenor -

horn tootler for the 

band myself, I hope 

this edition ôhits the 

right noteõ for all our 

potential readers: 

both players and 

supporters, old friends 

and new!  

 

A l l  c o m m e n t s , 

contributions, even 

letters to the editor 

gratefully received:  

FeVarley@hotmail.com  

before continuing apace with 
Adirondacks Polka. A more 
sedate  Shepherdôs Song 
followed before the test 
piece to finish. 
 
This mix evidently went 
down well  with the 
adjudicators, who praised 
the bandôs rhythmic playing, 
good  ensem ble  and 
contrasting dynamics, and 
accordingly awarded the 
deserved 4

th
 place and 

Silver Award. 

Youth Band scoops 4th 

place and a Silver 
Award!  

Sunday 5th April ô09 

Elland Youth 

to represent 

Calderdale  

Principal Cornet player, Philip Varley was also 

awarded the "Best Instrumentalist" prize on the 
day for his performance of The Adirondacks Polka. 

Phil gave a faultless performance of his solo, 
wowing audience and adjudicators alike.  
 

Adjudicator Mr David Horsfield described his 
playing as "the champagne moment of the 

contest"! And it certainly was, the whole band 
proudly celebrating and cheering for Phil as he 

went on stage to collect his trophy.  

Phil was also recently featured on banding website 

4BarsRest, in their õScouting Reportõ series: 

http://www.4barsrest.com/articles/2009/1009.asp  P A G E  1  

Elland Silver Youth 

Band have been invited 

to perform at the 

National Music For 

Youth Festival at 

B i r m i n g h a m ô s 

prestigious Symphony 

Hall on the 9 th  July.  



Our Latest 

Recording 

QUEENôS AWARD NOMINATION 

Elland Silver Band 

has been nominated 

for the Queenõs 

Award for Voluntary 

Service, a highly 

acclaimed accolade 

which is equivalent 

in status to an MBE.  

Representing Elland 

Silver, Band Secretary 

Kathleen Harrison and 

B a n d  T r e a s u r e r 

Kenneth Billington 

attended a reception 

wi th the Lord-

Lieutenant of West 

Yorkshire, Dr. Ingrid 

Roscoe (all pictured). 

The event took place on 

the evening of Thursday 

7th May at Brenaire Park 

in Rawdon, home of 

Vice-Lord-Lieutenant 

Mr. John Brennan, and 

was held to honour the 

14 community groups 

nominated for the 

award. 

 

D r .  R o s c o e 

congratulated all the 

groups on the i r 

n o m in a t io n s  an d , 

speaking of how only 3 

out of 12 groups from 

the last round of 

nominations actually 

went on to receive the 

award, said she was 

hoping that more would 

be successful this time. 

ôHarlequinõ 

National Music for 

Youth Festival 

young musicians to 

perform in such a 

n a t i o n a l l y - a c c l a i m e d 

event.  We are all excited 

to have been invited to 

represent Calderdale. We 

now have to look at how 

we can raise the funds to 

get us there.ò says the 

Youth Bandôs Musical 

Director, Miss Samantha 

Harrison.  

 

The band are appealing to 

the public and local 

businesses to help 

sponsor the costs of 

taking part.  

 

Anyone interested in 

being a sponsor can 

c o n t a c t  o u r  B a n d 

Secretary Kathleen for 

further information.  

(contact details on p4)  

(Continued from page 1) 

Copies of the CD 
are available for 
£12.50e incl. p&p, 
and can be ordered 
by sending a 
cheque made out to 
"Elland Silver Band" 
to Kathleen, Band 
Secretary (see p.4) 

Mentioning ESBõs origins back in 1850, Dr. Roscoe 
muddled her words, giving the impression that Kath 
and Ken had been around since the bandõs formation! 

At the age of 86, Kenneth has been around for almost half the 
bandôs lifetime, and was by far the oldest voluntary worker in 
the room; people were amazed to hear that he had been 
connected with the  band for some 70 years!  

BAND RECOGNISES ACHI EVEMENTS!  
 

It is custom for the band to hold its annual dinner and 

presentation evening after the Yorkshire Area 

Championships to commiserate or celebrate. This year it 

was a celebration of achievements from players and to bury 

the disappointment from the Area results! The band enjoyed 

a super meal, courtesy of the Old White Beare in Norwood 

Green, and found great amusement in the Rhubarb desert! 

Awards for achievement were presented to: 
 

Sophie Greig -  Most Promising New-comer 

Paul Drury -   Most Improved Senior Player 

Philip Varley -  Most Improved Youth Player 

Samantha Harrison - Player of the Year 

Phil Shaw -   Bandsman of the Year 

Successful groups will be informed mid -June: letõs keep our fingers crossed! 

Interested in playing? Contact Kath about coming 
along to a rehearsalé 
 

Training Band & Beginners: Friday, 6.30ð 7.30 
Youth Band: Saturday Morning, 10-12 
Senior Band: Monday and Thursday Evenings, 8-10 

The Bandroom 
Dewsbury Road 

Elland 
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE  

20TH SLOW MELODY & 

QUARTET CONTEST  

P A G E  3  

    Hi Everyone,  

  Funds towards the new band -room are "building up" and we now have a total of £9,000!  

Many thanks to everyone who has organised or held an event. It doesn't matter how large or 
small, if you feel you would like to do something please get in touch with myself, Bernice 
Clapham, or Kathleen Harrison (contact details on p4) and we'll add you to the calendar.  

RECENT 

EVENTS  

Kathleen Harrison held a 
coffee afternoon  at her 

home in April, raising £96. As 

well as refreshments, Kath 
had organised a tombola and 

offered homemade cakes, 
pickles, marmalades and 

cards for sale. Everyone 
en j o yed  t he  re l ax ed 

atmosphere so much that a 

certain person who shall 
remain nameless actually fell 

asleep in the armchair! 

Following its relocation and 
revamp, Elland market now 

offers up a weekly charity 

stall , and so one sunny day 
myself and Kath could be 

found loading up the car and 
setting up shop. Everything 

sold had been donated 
meaning that every penny we 

made was profit. Lots of 

people came to say "Hello" 
and enquire about the band, 

most buying something or 
giving a small donation. At the 

end of the day we came away 

with £55 and beetroot red 
faces from sitting in the sun!  

UPCOMING 

EVENTS  

Boats have now been booked for the óWindermere 
Rowing Challenge ô on June 28th. Three teams are 

taking part (2 male, and  1 female), and are now ñin 

trainingò! We hope you can join us in Windermere on 
the day to cheer on the teams. Sponsor forms will be 

available in the next few weeks.  
 

A dinner dance  has been provisionally booked at 
Bowers Mill for the 6th November. One of our training 

band parents plays in a group, óJoe Publicô, and they 

will be performing for us during the evening (Google 
them and have a listen!) Further details will be 

available shortly. 

Sunday 10 May 2009 saw a full day of music in 

Elland as the band -room once more hosted its 
annual Slow Melody and Quartet Contest.  
 
Judge David Thornton, principal euphonium of the Black 
Dyke Band, said he had a most enjoyable day and 
commented on the fine playing he had heard in all 
sections. Results were as follows: 

To celebrate the contestôs 20
th

 Anniversary, each competitor received a special commemorative certificate. 
Adjudicator David Thornton also thanked Kathleen Harrison for organising the contest for the last 20 years.  

OPEN AGE GROUP 
1

st
  Daniel Eddison - Elland Silver 

2
nd

 Jim Tew -  VBS Poynton 
3

rd
 Philip Tait -  ? 

 
VETERANS (Over 40)  
1

st
 Jim Tew -  VBS Poynton 

2
nd

 David Armitage - Elland Silver 
3

rd
 Ian Gill -  YBS Concert 

(Continued on page 4) 

11 YEARS & UNDER 
1

st
 Bethan Plant - Elland Silver Youth 

2
nd

 Nathanael Martin - Knaresborough Silver 
3

rd
 Eva Nowiki -  Dobcrosss Youth 

 
14 YEARS & UNDER  
1

st
 Jonathon Bates - Carlton Main Frickley Colliery 

2
nd

 Nick Walker - Clifton & Lightcliffe 
3rd Adam Galloway - Besses Boys 
 
16 YEARS & UNDER 
1

st
 Charlotte Heaven - Dobcross Silver 

2
nd

 Nick Walker - Clifton & Lightcliffe 
3

rd
 Daniel Eddison - Elland Silver Youth 

Adjudicator David Thornton with Daniel Eddison and his four-prize 
haul: Dan achieved the best score for an Elland player. 




