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NO T E  

It may be too late to 

wish readers a 

Happy New Year 

but, as can be seen 

from our headline 

article, itõs high time 

for celebration!  

  

Our already jam -

packed calendar also 

hints at another 

exciting year ahead. 

Come and join in the 

fun, and then please 

email any comments 

(and photos!) to the 

address below...  

FeVarley@hotmail.com  

Youth Band entertain 
at Blackpool  

Sunday 14th Feb ô10 
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Elland Silver Youth Band 
started 2010 on a high 
with a double victory at 
one of the biggest gigs on 
the youth band calendar.  
 
After competing at 
Blackpoolõs Annual Youth 
Entertainment Contest for 
many years, the youth of 
Elland were finally 

victorious on Valentineõs 
Day 2010. They scooped a 
whole cabinetõs-worth of 
trophies, and a whopping 
£1,500 in prize-money, in 
one exhilarating swoop!  
 
Following an emergency 
review of the famous 
Ballroomõs ceiling, the 
contestõs organisers had 

Heather 

Winter Gardens Winners! 
Our Youth and Training 
Bands are always open 
to new members aged 
7+; for further info 
please contact our Band 
Secretary, Mrs. Kathleen 
Harrison (see p4)  

Go to page 2 > > > 

for a blow-by-blow 

(geddit?) account of how 

the drama unfolded... 

THE PRIZES 
 

The Tony Russell Cup for 
Best Bass Section  
The Sylvia Graucob Rose Bowl and £100 for 
Outstanding Soloist (Dan Eddison, Trombone)  

The Golden Anniversary Cup and £200 for 
Most Entertaining Item ( The Bull Fight ) 

The National College of Brass Cup and £500 for 
1st Prize in Entertainment  

The Ruby Cup and £700 for 
1st Prize in Music  

The Championship Trophy for 
1st Prize Overall , and finally, 
The Finderman Award went to Samantha Harrison, 
Outstanding Conductor of the Winning Band!  

And now the fun 

really starts!  

 
As a result of their 
spectacular victory, 
Elland Silver Youth Band 
have of course also won 
themselves the chance to 
repeat their spectacle at 
the Brass in Concert 
weekend, this November 
at The Sage Gateshead.  
 
Not only that, but 
following their stunning 
performance the band 
has been approached 
with several more 
prestigious invitations.  
 

(Continued on page 2 )  

wisely decided to stage 
the event elsewhere in 
the Winter Gardens: a 
good move in retrospect, 
as Ellandõs rapturous 
celebrations come results 
time would certainly have 
taken the roof off!  
 
The eleventh-hour move 
to the neighbouring Opera 
House was also highly 
appropriate ð or even, 
dare we say it, auspicious 
- in that the youth bandõs 
winning performance was 
based entirely on an 
operatic theme!  
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DVDs of the Blackpool 
performance can be 
purchased from Kath, our 

secretary (SEE P4), for a 
bargain price of £5, or 
more if you want: ALL 
proceeds will go to 
Action  Medical Research.  

Romance and Victory on Valentineõs Day 

Ellandõs honorary ôArranger in 
residenceõ, Murray Greig, was 
once again a key player in 
thinking up and orchestrating 
another amazing spectacle, this 
time based around the story of 
Bizetõs Carmen. 
 
Playing the eponymous gypsy 
beauty, Sophie Greig ð band 
percussionist and daughter of 
Murray ð once again took a starring 
role, serenading both audience and 
adjudicators alike. However, it was 
a team effort in this all -singing, all -
dancing musical extravaganza. 
 
The audacious repertoire kicked off 
in classical style with Carmen 
Overture , as compere Gordon 
Eddison looked on. Next, The 
Childrenõs Chorus introduced the 
programmeõs supporting cast, as a 
company of soldiers vied for 
attention with a troupe of cheeky 
street urchins.  
 
The ôsuperõ basses in particular 
were soon to attract comments and 
compliment from Musical 
Adjudicator Alan Morrison, and 
ultimately earned the bandõs first 
trophy, for Best Bass Section. 
 
This provided a flavour of the fine 
musical content to come, as all our 
romantic protagonists plied their 
charms in Habanera. At centre 
stage, Carmen was also the centre 
of attention, wooed on the one 
side by the young corporal Don 
Jose, and wowed on the other by 
the imperious torero, Escamillo.  

 
First up was Don Jose, a.k.a. Owen 
Hicks on flugel horn, captivating 
all with The Flower Song and its 
ôsmooth and expressive lineõ, as Mr 
Morrisonõs comments had it. 
 
Meanwhile, it wasnõt long before 
Escamillo claimed his turn to 
impress, in The Toreadorõs Song. 
Impress he certainly did too; 
Carmen may have been the object, 
but the award for Outstanding 
Soloist was the payoff for 
trombone-player Daniel Eddison! 
 
However, Escamilloõs triumph was 
short-lived, as what was to be 
Entertainment Adjudicator Stan 
Lippeattõs Most Entertaining Item 
of the contest unfolded. Having 
conquered his opponent in the 
hard-won Bull Fight , it was none 
other than pint -sized Theo 
Fieldhouse as the Little White Bull 
who brought the bully Escamillo 
low, in a brilliant comedy show -
down. 
 
After that there was just time for 
the whole cast to come together 
for ôa super ending to a brilliantly 
devised showõ, in Grande Finale: 
Viva La Fiesta! 
 
It was with one final flourish  that 
Gordon presented Samantha with a 
bunch of roses: a small token of 
appreciation for all the hard work 
done by a very deserving recipient 
of the trophy for the Outstanding 
Conductor of the Winning Band!  
WELL DONE EVERYONE! 

Elland Silver Band 
was thrilled to hear 
they have been 
successful in their 
application for funds 
from the Worshipful 
Company of Dyers. 
T h e  c h ar i t ab le 
foun dat ion  h as 
awarded £1,000 
towards the bandõs 
n e w  b u i l d i n g 
project!  

 

On Sunday 9th May the youth 
band are hoping to perform at 
The Great Northern Spring 
Brass Arts  Fest iva l a t 
Manchesterôs  splendid 
Bridgewater Hall.  
 
And look out for a very special 
joint Christmas concert in 
Brighouse on Saturday 11th 
December, with none other 
t han  the  wor ld - famous 
Brighouse & Rastrick Band!  
 
Full details have yet to be 
arranged, but do put these 
exciting dates in your diary!  

(Continued from page 1 )  

IN OTHER NEWS  
Sunday 7th March saw the senior band 
�W�U�D�Y�H�O�� �W�R�� �%�U�D�G�I�R�U�G�¶�V�� �6�W���� �*�H�R�U�J�H�¶�V�� �+�D�O�O�� �W�R��
compete in the Third Section of the 2010 
Yorkshire Regional Championships. 
Playing the test piece Labour and Love 
the senior band unfortunately missed out 
on a trip to Harrogate on this occasion, 
but the youth band shone once again. 
Performing as a curtain-raiser to the 
Championship Section, having been 
invited to play a tribute to the late 
Geoffrey Witham, they turned out a 
rousing rendition of Slaidburn to make 
Geoff proud. E
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